Black Otter Lake District

February 16, 2010
Minutes
A. Call to Order.


Bill Curtis called the meeting to order at 6:46 PM.  Bill apologized for no projector due to the room being painted and the projector had not been put back up yet.

B.  Review and Approve Meeting Minutes

Mary reviewed the minutes.  Bill made a motion to approve as read, Al 2nd, all approved.

C. Review and Approve Treasurer’s Report


Bill reviewed the report.  Mary made a motion to approve the report as read, Al 2nd, all approved.

D. County Board Member

Bill discussed that he had received a call about a month ago that Andy Gitter will be appointed.  He has not heard from the county and has not had an opportunity to discuss the appointment any further with the county.  Al stated that he was under the understanding that Andy had been appointed.  Bill will attempt to reach Andy to discuss further.
E. Tree Plantings

Bill discussed that trees have been ordered -  300 white pine, 200 tamarack, 200 silver maple, 200 burr oak, 200 swamp oak.  Most will go on the eastern border of the Getlinger farm.  Also Parker’s have gave permission to plant there.  Cousineau doesn’t feel there is much space on his land that doesn’t already have trees but he is willing to allow any that we feel we would like to plant.  We may also be trying to place some on the island as well.  We will be looking for help in planting this spring.

F.  Tree Drops

Equipment has been dropped at Alonzo park and by tomorrow several trees will be getting dropped on the lake.  This will allow much better habit for the fish and wildlife around the lake.

G.  Junior Board Members Updates

Mason spoke about the osprey nest.  He has attempted to contact Mosquito Hill and has not heard anything back.  Bill had also contacted them and was given a contact person and shared the information with Mason.  Also Bill reached We Energies and has wrote a letter to the contact person they had instructed him to do so.  He has not mailed the letter waiting to hear further from the contact person with Mosquito Hill.  Also Bill spoke of the fish habitats and that Mark Voight is heading the project.  We are hoping to be able to use the brush from the trees that are being dropped to be used for the brush piles.  Bill has been advised that we don’t need to cut a hole, you just wait for the ice melt and it should work just fine.  Mark stated that they are ready to get it done.  It may be looking like it will happen this Saturday or possibly a day after school.  We are looking for help more for the tree planting then needing so much help with the habitats.  Mark is just waiting to find out how many people they will need.
H.  Shadows on the Wolf/Boat Landing

Bill spoke about the lastest update for the boat landing.  We do now have a permit allowing us to rebuild the landing located at Lakeshore Dr.  We are still waiting on a copy of the plan but Scott Koehnke will be here and hopefully we can possibly get a copy from him.   We need the copy for another grant that we are looking to apply for.  Carole has also been waiting for a copy to fulfill her portion of the solicitation of donations.

I.  Approval of Wisconsin Lakes Convention attendees:


     1.  Board


     2.  Junior Representatives



Bill stated that 2 of the members had gone last year and we are looking to go again this year.  BOLD is requesting approval for the monetary fees be paid for the board members along with the junior reps.  Bill did get permission for the reps to attend at half the price of the board.  Vinson has stated that he is unable to attend for this year.  Mason would like to attend for 2 days yet due to pricing the board feels that the 3 day fee is close enough to the 2 day fee that we would like to cover the full 3 days.  Bill asked for the public approval for the attendance of the meeting and the monies for it. Al made a motion to, Bill 2nd, all approved.
J.  Spring Chemical Treatment


Bill discussed that last year we had some difficulties with treating this past spring.  When the lake was looked at this past fall, 14 acres of EWM and 62 acres of CLP were found . Our consultant told us it was in our best interest to stay under 50 acres due to if we request 50 acres or more it will need to be approved at the state level not only the local level.  Bill has advised the consultant to go ahead with the full 62 acres due to the whole reason we did the draw down was to keep the lake under control.

K. 2010 Fish Stocking


Bill stated that we were unable to do a stocking of any bluegills other than the ones brought in from Kelly’s pond due to the hatchery had not had any large enough that he felt would survive.  We hope to be stocking bluegills this year, maybe some perch but no bass unless the DNR comes to us with some as they had hoped to in the past.  Anything more will depend on what might be found this spring.  Also, BOLD will be checking the minnows this spring and if more need to be added to keep the other fish fed we will be doing so.

L.  Watershed Planning Grant Request


Bill discussed that the request was submitted to the state at the end of the month and we are waiting for approval.  Dave Wendtland did put it together for us.  If anyone has any questions they can speak with Bill.
M. Open Discussion by Public – Max. 15 min.

1. Each item to be limited to two minute by initiator and three minute additional response by others.

Mark Voight brought up the aerator issues and asked if the oxygen levels are staying good for the fish that we did stock.  He brought up the possibility of a windmill aerator being placed on the island to help keep costs done in the winter months and even help in the summer months.  Bill asked to have the item added to the agenda for next month with Mark bringing the information.  Bill made the motion to add it to the agenda, Mary 2nd, all approved.  Bob Maas brought up the fact it could be a confliction with the osprey nest.  Bill agreed but added taught in discussion with some of the contacts he had made about the osprey nest we would only probably be putting 1 nest on the lake so it could be placed on Cousineau’s land.

N.  Set Next Meeting Date – (March 16, 2010)

Carole Curtis brought up that no snacks for the next meeting.  It was agreed to have no snacks for the next meeting.    It was also discussed that the meeting time was better a little earlier so it was decided to change it.  Bill made a motion for the next meet to be set for March 16, 2010 at 6pm, Al 2nd, all approved.

O.  Adjournment of meeting


Bill made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:34pm, Al 2nd, all approved.
